
Michael Pirylis perfectly matched the criteria for BCIT Foundation’s top      

scholarship award that recognizes community service. While some students 

are active in BCIT-based clubs, Michael did that and took on roles well outside 

the school realm. Many sign up for short-term projects; he has a longstanding 

commitment to a West Virginia community. Many take part in opportunities; 

Michael has been a leader. 

 Michael is the fifth recipient of the BCIT Foundation’s annual Robert V. Santare Memorial Scholarship, named for 

one of the Foundation’s driving forces. It recognizes leadership in the community along with academic success, 

and it includes a $2,000 stipend toward costs of post-secondary education.  

He is a Delanco resident who studied Veterinary Technology at BCIT’s Westampton campus, and he succeeded in 

school while managing a part-time job. He will take his attention to detail and his commitment to hard work in a 

different direction to study mechanical engineering at Drexel University. 

At age 12, Michael joined his grandfather and church members on a trip to Webster Springs, W.Va., a mountain 

town with a bleak economic outlook. They did odd jobs like build wheelchair ramps and repair leaky roofs, and 

Michael spent the off-season learning new skills to use during those summertime visits. He and other volunteers 

also spent quality time with residents who needed a little LTC themselves. “These trips have been very valuable in 

teaching me skills such as roofing, building, framing and plumbing, but they have also taught me about             

compassion and need,” he wrote in his scholarship application. 

Michael also helped with repairs in Ishinomaki, Japan, as the community recovered from a tsunami. He is a     

regular volunteer at homeless shelters in the Philadelphia area, and he shepherds children in his church’s youth 

group and Sunday School classes. 

At BCIT, Michael has succeeded in numerous honors-level courses, he was inducted into the National Honor     

Society, and his grade point average placed him in the top 10 percent of his graduating class.  

“Michael is a very intelligent, hard-working, humble young man who constantly improves his leadership skills 

through Future Farmers of America,” Veterinary Technology Teacher Ellen Inman said. “He is very popular among 

his fellow students, as he has mentored many of them in laboratory skills.” 

Michael is just one of the success stories to come from BCIT’s unique blend of standard high school coursework 

and skills-focused curricula. Students in the school’s career shops tackle long-term assignments almost               

independently as teachers answer questions, monitor progress and evaluate results. Accomplished students can 

call upon those experiences no matter what field they eventually enter. 
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